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 do you relate to nature? W
hat shaped this relation-

ship? W
hat im

ages and texts best describe this relation-

ship? D
o you ever collect anything from

 nature? W
hy do 

you do this? If you w
ould like to add som

ething to a 

future edition of this paper please send your thoughts to 

kaspar@
treacletheatre.co.uk 

The new
spaper of general interest is part of ‘N

ew
 light 

on old bones’, a research project exploring the social 

history context for natural history exhibits at the 

Rossendale M
useum

. M
ore inform

ation can be found on 

the project blog: new
lightm

anchester.w
ordpress.com

As a w
alker, there's nothing I like better than being up 

on the m
oors: it doesn't m

atter if I have com
pany 

[hum
an or canine] or if I'm

 on m
y ow

n.  I love the splen-

dour of the hills, the changing patterns of light and 

shade and the w
ide sky.  In the sum

m
er I could listen all 

day to the stream
s burbling their w

ay along rocky beds 

in a series of m
iniature w

aterfalls, possibly w
ith skylarks 

singing their w
ay aloft as an added bonus. Even in the 

w
inter, I enjoy being on the tops, w

here a light snow
fall 

or heavy frost brings out the "bones"of the land.  O
ne of 

m
y favourite spots is on a high path above Eden�eld.  

From
 here, you can see the farm

s and settlem
ents laid 

out like a m
iniature landscape.  W

hen the trains go 

through, it looks like the best m
odel railw

ay layout ever 

designed!  I have tried to photograph this view
, but it 

never turns out right - details are alw
ays too insigni�-

cant - so now
 I sim

ply collect m
em

ories.  They w
ork 

every tim
e!

H
orse riding gives you a com

pletely di�erent perspec-

tive of an area - it's being high enough up to see over 

w
alls and hedges!  I particularly love riding along the old 

Accrington branch railw
ay line from

 Irw
ell Vale tow

ards 

Stubbins.  You're riding through w
oodland, w

ith the 

sunlight dappled by the trees.  There's a good level 

stretch for a canter alongside the path and a fallen tree 

provides a natural jum
p, w

hich the horses all enjoy as 

m
uch as the riders.  You have to slow

 to a w
alk crossing 

the old viaduct, then another canter stretch loom
s 

ahead.  To your right, the land drops steeply aw
ay w

ith a 

long drop tow
ards the River Irw

ell.  O
n your left, the 

em
bankm

ent drops for a short distance to the East 

Lancs Railw
ay line.  W

hen w
e ride on a Friday in sum

m
er, 

w
e are som

etim
es lucky enough to have the steam

 train 

pass, heading from
 Raw

tenstall to Ram
sbottom

.  

Because w
e're high up, w

e get a great view
 from

 an 

unusual angle, follow
ed by that fantastic sm

ell of hot 

w
ater, oil and coal: m

m
m

m
m

!
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